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We exist to 
build belief in 
the possibilities 
of timber



Timber Unlimited is an industry-
neutral, non-commercial non-profit, 
founded to encourage and facilitate 
the use of timber in the design and 
construction of all building and 
infrastructure projects.

Our purpose is to enable good outcomes for the Sector:

National good
Support transition to a lower carbon economy, 
lift GDP & value of export receipts

Industry good
Decrease reliance on volatile log exports, encourage 
higher value domestic demand, lift sector investment 
in capability & capacity, encourage innovation

Direct beneficiaries
Central Government, Wood Processors & Manufacturers

Indirect beneficiaries
Forest Owners, B&C sector, Commercial Asset Owners

Passion
Enabling New Zealand to embrace low-

carbon timber construction

Best in the world
Demonstrating timber 
as a practical, sustainable 
and viable construction 
material for New Zealand

The engine room
Accelerating the 

uptake of timber in 
construction relative to 

alternative materials

Vision
Championing 

timber to build 
a better future 

for New Zealand



We’re creating an 
environment where the 
powerful credentials 
and benefits of timber 
are well understood



What we do:

As the country’s go-to 
timber resource, we provide 
all the timber design 
information and knowledge 
in one place, empowering 
the industry to build better.

Everything we do is to minimise the time and cost of 
gaining the capability, competence and confidence to 
find new ways of building with timber by:

● Championing the reasons and benefits of using 
timber.

● Educating and providing guidance to upskill and 
build capacity.

● Addressing barriers and helping solve problems.
● Showcasing inspiring innovation and 

demonstrating it can be done with timber.
● Facilitating collaboration and connections to help 

share and grow knowledge, skills and techniques 
across the industry.

● Building a thriving community of timber 
advocates where we can bring like-minded 
individuals together for the greater good.



Building a better 
future for both the 
construction industry, 
and New Zealand 
as a whole.



Founding members

Funders



The NZ Timber Design Society 

Learned society 

Collaborating Technical Society (CTS) of Engineering NZ



The NZ Timber Design Society 

Membership organisation

Run by volunteers as an incorporated society



Our sponsors

The NZ Timber Design Society 



Timber is used well in design

Foster the designed use of timber



Purpose

Achieve a common understanding of good timber design
Improve the quality of timber design

Encourage excellence
Ensure designers have the knowledge to design well







Timber Unlimited sponsored the 
latest technical notes in the TDS 
journal

Technical notes provide practical guidance 
and design tools for designers





(c/o Mass Timber Building Science Primer)



Timber Unlimited now host and 

manage the NZ Wood Guidelines

New guidelines will be developed and 
existing guidelines will be updated, 
corrected and improved

Moisture Management:
• A new best practice guide is under 

development.
• Provision of guidance to cover the 

stages of transport, site storage & 
construction

• Target availability is March 2024



Fire guide

• An NZ commentary on the international 
Fire Safe Use of Wood Guide published 
in July 2022 is under preparation

• Will assist with compliance pathways 
under the NZ Building Code

• Target availability is Dec 2023
• Additionally, Recommendations to 

Supplement C/AS2 and C/VM2 have 
been prepared and will be made 
available in Nov 2023.



TDS Webinar series

Second Thursday each month at lunchtime

Some topics covered:

• Fire Engineering for Timber Structures 

• Reinforcement of timber members

• Light timber framed bracing walls

• Carbon Evaluations for Timber Buildings

Recordings under www.timberdesign.org.nz

http://www.timberdesign.org.nz/




Timber Unlimited are collaborating 
with MBIE (BSP) and SNZ to update 
the Standard

Public comment was received and a TU 
facilitated Technical Coordination Group will 
work on a set of recommendations to MBIE 
(BSP) and SNZ to amend the Standard



Timber Unlimited is sponsoring and 
coordinating a design software 
package

Several NZ specific modules of 
the software will be made 
available for free.

Additional modules will be 
available at a discounted rate for 
TDS and SESOC members



Hybrid Buildings 
Seminar



Hybrid Buildings

Hybrid buildings provide a pragmatic and 
realistic path for NZ to:
• Get more timber into buildings 

immediately
• Transition to a low emissions economy
• Ramp up future supply base that will match 

escalating demand
• Achieve competitive and viable total out-

turn costs in the short and medium term



Hybrid Buildings



Hybrid Buildings



Hybrid Buildings



Use the right material in the right place









Enjoy the seminar!
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